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service to his memory, and perhaps made some small con-
tribution to the goodwill which already exists between two
great nations.

Austen Chamberlain was the eldest son of Joseph Cham-
berlain and my half-brother, his mother and mine having
been first cousins. We had four sisters, and were an extra-
ordinarily united family. When my father married for the
third time the lady to whom so many of the letters here
published were addressed, she at once became one of us, a
rare tribute to her qualities as well as to the spirit which
my father's influence had established in his family.

The family life, in fact, centred round my father, for whom
all of us, and Austen Chamberlain in particular, had the
profoundest and most devoted admiration and affection.

Under his influence Austen began to manifest at an early
age that intense honesty of purpose, combined with com-
plete moral fearlessness, which distinguished him all through
his life. But as he grew older he developed a sort of high old-
fashioned courtesy and consideration for others which, com-
bined with his long experience of affairs, gave him a unique
position in the British House of Commons.

By various acts of self-sacrifice, as when he withdrew his
claims to the leadership of the Conservative Party in favour
of Mr. Bonar Law after Mr. Balfour's resignation, rather than
be the cause of division, or when he resigned his office of
Secretary of State for India in view of his merely technical
responsibility for operations in Mesopotamia which had been
the subject of criticism, he had demonstrated his single-
minded devotion to the public service and his readiness to put
aside personal ambitions if he thought they might conceiv-
ably conflict with the interest of his country.

And, again, while still in the prime of his mental vigour,
he had declined office under Mr. Baldwin "in order to make
room for younger men". And so, although only a private
Member, in his last years his influence in the House of
Commons was such as no other Member possessed, and